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What’s Wrong With Our Condom Nation?
By: Emily Limbaugh

Nothing angers me more than the ignorant concept that we are actually protecting our youth by giving them the equipment (condoms) to spread STD’s.  I went to see John Mayer and Counting Crows at UMB Bank Pavilion last night, and lo and behold, Trojanâ, a well known condom manufacturer, had a tent set
up and it’s workers were diligently passing out free condoms to 10 year olds faster than I could say, “What the heck?!”

Why do we assume young people have no self-control in this area, when in every other area of their lives - smoking, drinking, etc – we admonish them to exercise self-control? With every other behavioral problem, we take a clear stand. If we don’t want our young people to do something, we forbid it; we don’t simply protect them from the consequences of their actions.  There is near unanimity in this country about kids and drugs. We are certain that we want young people to stay away from drugs. We don’t tell high schoolers, “You’re not old enough to take drugs responsibly, but, if you do decide to partake anyway, here are clean needles and syringes to prevent the worst consequences of your actions.” We haven’t yet devised the slogan: “Shoot up if you must, but use a clean needle.” Such a double standard can only confuse our youth.

The notion that “kids are going to have sex anyway, so we might as well show them how to do it safely,” is just ludicrous. First of all, condoms do not provide safe sex. Secondly, this condescending attitude says, in effect, our young people behave like animals, they are unable to control themselves, so let’s just use the band-aid solution of condoms. We simply reinforce peer pressure by throwing out condoms. We send a message to young people that sex is inevitable, so try to make it safer. Instead of encouraging them to have sexual integrity, we are telling them we don’t really care about them enough to help them make lifelong rewarding decisions.

Medical experts now do not even speak of “safe sex”. Instead, they talk about “safer sex”. That is because condoms are a band-aid solution, and an ineffective solution at that. C.M. Roland, editor of Rubber Chemistry and Technology, said “rubber contraceptives are inherently unable to make sex safe.” He says that condoms have holes 50 times the size of an AIDS virus.  The inventor of the lubricated condom, Dr. Malcolm Potts even admitted, “We don’t know how much protection condoms give.” Adams City High School in Colorado was the first school in America to freely distribute condoms. They now have a pregnancy rate 1/3 higher than the national average. When will we learn that this method does not work?

Throwing condoms at our young people sends out the wrong message. If that is the approach we want, then why not go all the way and provide schools with clean, curtained bedrooms? Why not open brothels in schools, with regular medical checkups provided? Hey, they’re gonna do it anyway, right? Sex education advocate Planned Parenthood found in its own survey that the topic sexually active girls, 16 and under, most wanted information on (86%) was “how to say no without hurting the other person’s feelings.” Why can’t we help our young people to say no, if that is what they really want?

Any nation that worships latex and glorifies unrestrained sexual indulgence, while minimizing the need for sexual integrity, should be willing to accept shortened lives as a result of STDs, along with ruined fertility. Let’s stop failing our young people and start caring about their health.

